








STATE OF NEW YORK 

STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
-----------------X 

In the Matter of WENDY CANESTRO from 

action of the BOARD OF EDUCATION of the 

AMITYVILLE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD OF EDUCATION AND TRUSTEE 

JEANNETTE SANTOS 

Regarding the willful negligence and blatant 

disregard of their duties regarding an employee 

who is bound by a Stipulation forbidding an 

appointment to advisor/club positions, 

continuing over a period of years and 

culminating on July 20, 2022 and Jeannette 

Santos who continuously practices nepotism to 

the detriment of the taxpayers and students 

-----------------X 

TO THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION: 

VERIFIED PETITION 

1. My name is Wendy Canestro (hereinafter "Petitioner'') and I reside at (redacted) 

Amityville, NY 11701 within the Amityville Union Free School District (hereinafter 

"Respondent") I am a resident and taxpayer. 

2. Jeannette Santos is a current Amityville School Board trustee and has served in that 

capacity for the past 37 years since her first election in 1985. She was the Democratic 

candidate for the New York State Senate in 2000 and has close ties to the local governmental 

agencies. Jeannette Santos resides at (redacted) Amityville, NY 11701. 

3. Melissa Asbell is the daughter of Trustee Jeannette Santos and has been employed as a 

teacher in the Amityville School District for approximately 29 years. Mrs. Asbell also resides at 

(redacted), Amityville, NY 11701. 

4. Gerald Asbell is the son-in-law of Trustee Jeannette Santos. For approximately ten years

he has been an employed by the Amityville School District (at will) as a 1:1 aide. He also 

resides at (redacted) Amityville, NY 11701. 
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5. Petitioner believes that Melissa and Gerald Asbell live with Jeanette Santos at (redacted) 

Amityville because that has been well known in the community for many years. Also, the voter 

rolls for the Amityville School District lists Melissa Asbell as a voter residing at (redacted) 

Amityville (See Exhibit A). 

6. This petition will demonstrate a continuum of willful dereliction of duty by the entire 

Amityville Board of Education, gross negligence of duty, the failure of the Board to uphold law 

and its failure to follow its own policy and procedure. Most importantly, this Board has 

breached its fiduciary responsibility to the taxpayers that they serve. This petition will further 

demonstrate the blatant nepotism by Trustee Jeannette Santos, who runs the Amityville 

School District as a family business and therefore is incapable of making decisions beyond her 

self-interest. 

7. It was revealed that Melissa and Gerald Asbell improperly handled or mismanaged funds 

in their capacity as Class Advisors through a forensic audit conducted prior to April 19, 2019. 

According to documents obtained through a Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) request, the 

Amityville School District through their attorneys retaine� the RS Abrams accounting firm to 

conduct a forensic audit of Extra Classroom Activities of the High School and Middle School for 

the fiscal years 2016, 2017 and 2018 (See April 19, 2019 letter from RS Abrams pages 8-13 

annexed hereto as Exhibit B .  See also Exhibit C, an article from the Amityville Record dated 

November 22, 2019, which reported that Melissa Asbell and another were charged with 

insubordination and dereliction of duty involving unaccounted funds from extracurricular 

clubs for which they were advisors and that an agreement had been reached. 

8. According to the information obtained from the audit report and the corroborating story 

from the Amityville Record, Melissa Asbell was the High School Drama Club advisor during the 

2016-17 and 2017-18 school years. Also, Petitioner recently learned through documents 

obtained pursuant to a FOIL request that Gerald Asbell was the Drama Club Advisor for the 





































MELISSA A ASBELL MELISSA A. 
(redacted) 11701 1730 
















































































































































































































































































































































